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Civil War Pamphlet Activity




Name: Date:

To Be or Not to Be: Civil War Abolitionists

Individually, in pairs, or in a group, you will create a pamphlet and present the arguments for and against
abolition so that undecided Union and Confederate citizens can make up their minds and pick a side. They can
not choose to remain neutral. You must convince them one way or the other. You should reference people,
events, and items such as the Fugitive Slave Act from 1800 through the first shots being fired at Ft. Sumter to
make your case. You must include at least 2 images and 1 map in your pamphlet.

Exploring as many points of view as possible will bolster the authority and comprehensiveness of your
pamphlet as it will be distributed across the country. You need to ensure that as many groups as possible feel
that their opinions have been heard and understood. There were a variety of opinions in America in the decades
leading to war: white Republicans, white Democrats, general Northerners, general Southerners, free blacks,
slaves, white southern slaveholders, white southern non-slave holders, northerners who helped enforce the
fugitive slave act, Americans across the country helping the Underground Railroad, and more! Your pamphlet
must address 6 different views (3 for abolition and 3 against) to be considered complete.

You will also reassure your pamphlet’s readers that a change of heart or mind is possible, and why and
how people have changed their opinions on slavery. Lastly, you will pick a side yourself and explain why. Will
you be an abolitionist or not, and why.

At a minimum, your pamphlet must address the following:
— 6 different points of view/perspectives (3 for abolition and 3 against)
—why people can, and have, changed their opinion on the topic of slavery
—2 images and 1 map

Additional requirements include:
—on the back of the pamphlet, you must pick a side and explain why it is your choice

Other factors in your grade:
—balancing historical accuracy with creativity
—effort and neatness
—spelling and grammar
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Points Distribution — Totals 100 Points

7 pts each— 6 different points of view/perspectives (3 for abolition and 3 against)
7 pts—why people can, and have, changed their opinion on the topic of slavery

3 pts each—2 images

4 pts—1 map

10 pts—on the back of the pamphlet, you must pick a side and explain why it is your choice
up to 9 pts—balancing historical accuracy with creativity

up to 9 pts—effort and neatness
up to 10 pts—spelling and grammar

3 pts—all names on the pamphlet
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TpT Hints and Tricks

Click the “follow me” green star to find out when I post new items
and am having a sale!

Leave feedback for items you’ve purchased to receive credits
towards future TpT purchases :-)

If you notice a typo, or want more clarification on an item, please
contact me via my Q&A prior to leaving feedback.

Blog Information

Visit stephanieshistorystore.com for teaching ideas and stories
about teaching history

All images are taken from public domain. This includes images taken by employees of various US Government agencies;
images published prior to 1923, or images that have otherwise been released to public domain.

This item is a paid digital download from my TpT store

(https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Stephanies-History-Store)

As such, it is for use in one classroom only. This item is also bound by copyright laws and redistributing, editing, selling, or
posting this item (or any part thereof) on the Internet are all strictly prohibited without first gaining permission from the
author. Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. stephanieshistorystore@ gmail.com
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